chapter III
The Principles of Communist Education
" The school apart from life, apart from politics, is a lie and a hypocrisy."—
lenin.
the educational system of any country is conditioned by the
economic system prevailing at the time. It is only in the light
of this truth that we can begin to understand the peculiar
principles which underlie Soviet education. The Soviet economic
system is hardly separable from its political system, which arises
from the philosophy of Marx, Engels, Lenin, and Stalin, the
ultimate aim of which is: " From each according to his capacity;
to each according to his need." When that stage has been realised
the State will wither away and the individual will be completely
and entirely free. By the application of the Marxian philosophy
of dialectical materialism the U.S.S.R. hopes to reach this stage.
Meanwhile it is going through various stages of development.
Dialectical materialism is an all-embracing philosophy. It
touches the whole of life. Everything comes within its purview;
politics, economics, education, art, science, etc* It teaches that
life is a developmental process and is thus subject to continuous
flux and change. Marx taught that every social condition has
within it the germs of its own decay, its contradictions, and it
is out of the struggle between these contradictions that there is
evolved the next stage in sociological development. But man is
not merely a spectator. The struggle is not objective. Man
participates in the struggle. He is not only moulded by his
environment; he moulds it. Holding this belief, the Communists
have set themselves the task of so altering the environment that
there shall arise the new type of man, social and co-operative
instead of predatory and individualistic. Planned economy will
provide the material means, and education the psychological
means, for the fulfilment of this aim. This brings us to the very
close connection so apparent in the U.S.S.R. between education,

